TRINITY VIVINITY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

 Meeting Notes

JANUARY 30, 2007

There was no meeting in December due to the holiday season.

Our first agenda item was an overview of an organization that brings together the neighborhoods in West Center City called West Center City Political Action Committee (WCCNPAC).  Jerry Valasqez, President, WCCNPAC spoke about the various projects that WCCNPAC is undertaking to make our community a better place.  
Some of the initiatives that WCCNPAC is undertaking include a camera project and park renovation.

WCCNPAC initiated the camera program for West Center City in order to close the gap between the cameras in the corporate district and the neighborhoods on the other side of I95.  Approximately $150,000 of funds were spent to purchase the capacity for 16 cameras in West Center City.  A few cameras have been installed to date.  Other camera locations are still under discussion.
Two parks in our area have been renovated and a third park is ready for renovation.   We would like to work together with WCCNPAC to make our community a better place by participating in their organization and contributing ideas.  WCCNPAC uses the block captain concept to distribute information and obtain new ideas.  There are 96 blocks in the West Center City area and they are looking to have a block captain for each block.   Currently there are 30 block captains for WCCNPAC.

Meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm located at 8th & Madison opposite the Hicks Anderson Community Center.  The next meeting is on February 20th.

John Kurth, City Planner – Street Scape Improvement Fund Update

John Kurth, City Planner and Joe Zeblecke from the Engineering group that is doint the work, presented the process that is currently taking place related to the street scaping funds that were allocated to TVNA.  Right now preliminary areas have been selected to start the bidding process.  Once the bids are in they will be compared to the budget and final areas will be selected.  
Green Space will be added to the sidewalks that are repaired with the help of the Delaware Horitculture Society.  Gas/Water Lines and street lights will also be added or repaired.  The next step is to finalize the scope of work.  The scope of work will be chosen based on budget constraints.  The goal is to bid the work out in the spring in order to start work in the summer.  The timeline of the project will be reliant on aligning the approvals and utility work with the city in order to start the bidding process. 

Lt. Dunning  provided information that 2 people were arrested for ATM robberies in the past couple of weeks.  They were arrested in other neighborhoods, but we have not seen any activity in our neighborhood for a while. 

Councilman Sam Prado – Announced that they are working on 8th & Monroe camera.  There is no timeline right now.  The West side crime group will meet on Monday Feb 26th at 7pm at the claymore senior center on 5th and Claymont.
New Business

We are looking for volunteers to be on committees for a spring social and the fall house tour.  Jim Boykin, VP will put a link on the website to directly e-mail suggestions about the house tour and spring social.  We will start discussing both events in our February meeting.  We need to start planning now to make both events a success!!
Sacred Heart Church has two community rooms that are free to be utilized.  Currently we have our meeting in one of the two rooms.  Both rooms have a small kitchen.  Contact Sacred Heart Church for more information.
TVNA Meeting Notes

FEBRUARY 27, 2007

MARCH MEETING IS WEDNESDAY 3/28

Matt Denn, Insurance Commissioner will be at the next meeting or at a group meeting with WCCNPAC in order to tell us about new items regarding insurance.

WCCNPAC - we are not on the board right now and they are not going to re-write the bylaws to include us, but we are still part of West Center City.  They get funding from the shopping center development fund from the 4th street mall.  They use the funds to rehab the neighborhoods.  There is a neighborhood redevelopment program meeting in March run buy Joe DiPinto geared towards economic development    

Wilmington College to help do WCCNPACs website through Jim Boykin.  We have a lot of talented people living in our neighborhoods.  If we can get together and put our heads together to determine how to make our city better by possibly figuring out how to use the remaining cash that WCCNPAC will get into some kind of income generating business venture

Recycle Wilmington – We will get our recycling cans within the next month.  You have to sign up in order to get the rewards.  Flyers were mailed to all residences in January with information. You can go to www.recyclebank.com or call 1-888-727-2978 for more information.  

Instant ticketing – has started.  It was supposed to have started in March with warnings only, but I’ve seen no one out doing it yet.  Perhaps they are waiting until April, but understand that tickets with fines will ultimately be issued for sanitation and building code violations.

House Tour – The website has a link to e-mail Jim to work on the house tour.  In March there will be a special meeting to work on the committee for the house tour that we will have in September.

Spring Flower Purchases – We spent about $1,000 on flowers for the neighborhood and mulch last year.  We will reevaluate the amount of flowers and mulch that are necessary to fill the common areas.  We will coordinate at the next meeting we will set up a date to have the flowers available.  As of now, there is no one stepping forward to handle the acquisition of plants or making arrangements.  If I don’t get a response, I’ll be doing it.

Dave Genner went over the treasurer’s report as of February 27th, 2007.  We have a balance of $1,641.67 and a certificate deposit of $5,000.  Dave will look into Commerce bank to determine whether they have a no maintenance fee for a business account.  

Hanifa Shabazz, Councilman at Large 

Department of License and Inspections has a new tracking system for complaints.  Hanifa Shabazz handed out the forms that we can use to complain and create a file for a nuisance property.  There needs to be a steady case that builds before the city will take care of a nuisance property.  The most important thing is for neighbors to call about properties.  The committee meets monthly and reviews the property that receives the most phone calls.  The number to call and report a nuisance property is 576-3059.  The committee starts a process of meeting with property owners before they can start any legal action.  More forms can be picked up at license and inspection department down town.   As of now I have 35 of them with at least 15 committed to report the condition of 709 W 10th Street.

We asked Hanifa about the 709 10th Street vacant property.  We can start to help enforce the city codes by filling out nuisance property notices properly.  We will be given forms, please contact Blair Woodring for them.  

Dave Genner paid the annual franchise tax for our non –profit status.  They encourage you to file the report electronically.  

Lieutenant Dunning– There is nothing major going on in West Center City other than some nuisance items.  The city website has important information about the parking summit.   The city is requesting input from residents to make the summit worthwhile.  There will be daytime and evening hours on March 20th to meet the needs of residents that would like to attend.  Specific information is on the City website.   32 new police officers were sworn in week of 3/3/2007

We closed the meeting with the plan to discuss the housing tour and spring planting next month.  

TVNA Meeting Notes

MARCH 28, 2007

New Business Comments

Nuisance Properties – We need to focus on problem properties – Bring addresses of problem properties to meetings to gain support from residents who can complain. 

Spring Trinity Clean up

Scheduled for the weekend of 4/7 was moved to 4/14. This is not for street cleaning, all lawn and garden waste must be bagged. Trucks are coming through starting at 6am, so put your things out Friday night

Fall House Tour and Committee Formation 

Contact Jim Boykin to get on the house tour committee.  The house tour is set for the early fall.  Please volunteer your time or your house for the tour.  The house tour has already been advertised in the 175th anniversary Spark newspaper.

Late Spring Social Event  

We will set a date during our next meeting and determine the details. 

Spring Flower Planting Proposal and Vote 

There was a motion to limit the spring plant purchase to $1,000

The committee contacts– Venice Walker-Brown  and Tracy Aaron. The motion will have a final vote at the April meeting.

Street Light Repair Plan 

 Includes tree branch trimming and street light repair map.  Final list was turned in 4/10. Thanks to those who volunteered their time to go up and down their streets.  

Parking Issues

Comments raised included that too many visitor tags have been issued.  Parking on certain streets continues to be a concern to some who have difficulty walking or who have small children to drop off.    I’m seeing more ticketing taking place as street cleaning has begun.  It appears to me that issues within Trinity are going to need to be solved by us.  So if you have a private concern or issue, I’d suggest you send your comments to Bill Pearson who has volunteered to compile ideas, solutions, or complaints so this can be settled once and for all.

Rules are you can get up to 3 Trinity Stickers per household and 2 visitor tags

Motion made to privatize Trinity Parking 

Bill Pearson set up an e-mail address to funnel the complaints and try to reach a resolution that will  benefit the entire community.

Nuisance Property Forms

Were distributed again to anyone interested.  This form is THE way to report violations to L&I as a private citizen.  These are compiled and used as a basis to go after repeat offenders.  There are more available, either downloadable to be used as a fax, on our website, or can be gotten from Blair Woodring.

There is a community movement to begin with the property on 709 th Street.  There will be a public hearing on 5/14 in the City Council Chambers at 6:30.  Msr Lowicki’s appeal is being heard and its been suggested that the cities case would be strengthened if there was Trinity residents present to complain about the vacant property.  This could be used for other nuisance properties in Trinity.  If you want to get Trinity support for these places, you must come to a monthly meeting to communicate this.

Matt Denn – State Insurance Commissioner

The following are the priorities and accomplishments that Matt Denn has made in the first half of his term.  

In order to make sure people got treated fairly when handling claims, as insurance commissioner, Matt Denn has added consumer affairs division people, made fines higher and have charged fines.  He has also supported regulations to stop cancellations on home owners policies for making claims or raise your rates with no cause.

Credit scoring- companies used people’s credit score to determine whether you can get insurance.  Senator Henry is the prime sponsor of the bill.  He is our representative.  

Average rates are getting lower.  They have been turning down rate hikes being proposed by insurance companies.  The rates are leveling off cutting rate sometimes too.  

Health Insurance –By law Delaware is not allowed to regulate the rates.  They are trying to get a bill passed to look at the rate increases.  

Bill to set up statewide insurance pool for individuals and small businesses to make more choices.  The bill says that if you want to keep the state insurance business they also have to insure the people in the pool.  

www.delaware.gov
iamwlp@gmail.com


TVNA Meeting Notes

APRIL 24, 2007

Old Business
Recycling will start this coming Monday, April 30th.  Recycling cans have been delivered to all houses. Monday pickups are for recycling only, Thursdays are for normal garbage.  You can switch to a smaller recycling can if you’d like, by contacting the suppliers of the original receptacles. Contact information is on the lids and has also been mailed to occupants a few times now.

The information about the street lights that need to be repaired and the branches that need to be trimmed is into the city. They are beginning work in mid May. Thanks to those who helped put the map together.

There is a hearing on the Lowicki Property 709 10th street on June 11th at City Council Chambers.

Spring Flower Planting Proposal and Vote 

There was a motion to limit the spring plant purchase to $1,000.  Plants and mulch was purchased, plants will be available Saturday morning (5/5) on Trenton Street. Mulch will be delivered 5/4 and be dropped at the base of Monroe and 10th street.   BCBS is donating plants for the corner of 11th and Adams, they will be putting them in early June.   Plants are for common areas, they’ve already been delivered to Monroe and 9th street respondents.

June Social Event  

The meeting participants authorized an expenditure of up to $600 for the June social event.  Blair Woodring made the motion and Jim Boykin seconded the motion.  The meeting attendees were all in favor.  The social event will be a Saturday in June.  

Fall House Tour and Committee Formation 

The fall house tour committee has met once and will meet again on Tuesday, May 1st at 7:00 at 820 West 10th.  If you are interested in joining the committee please attend.  Right now ideas are for a House/Garden tour with a street fair and vendors.  The House tour will be a weekend in September.

New Business

There was an idea to add a community items page to our website.  People can put items on the page to either give away or sell.  This is a great idea, if you have special talents or are in need of services, this could be a great way to communicate them.

Next meeting is 5/29, 7:00 pm. Agenda will include final plans for the Block party to be held on Monroe and a presentation by BCBS and Delladonne about proposed plans to add three floors to their parking garage and switching traffic on Madison so that cars will empty out onto 10th street.  You will want to be there for this.

 TVNA Meeting Notes

MAY 29, 2007

Old Business
The scheduled originally scheduled social event for June does not have a planner anymore.  We had authorized $600 to run the social event at the April meeting.  A motion was made to move the money to the House Tour instead.

Please provide your e-mail address if you are not getting any e-mails about neighborhood events. 

The city has started repairing the streetlights that we mapped out and will start cutting branches in stage two of their project.

The next meeting for the House Tour Committee is on June 14th.  Please see the website for meeting updates.

Dave Genner gave the Treasurer’s Report.  The $5,000 CD matured on April 27th.  Half of the money was put into a short term CD maturing in December 2007 and the other half of the money was put into the checking account.  See the attached treasurer’s report for more details.  

There will be a public hearing on the 709 W10th street property on June 11th at 6:30pm at the City Council building.

Nomination of Officers for next fiscal year
President

Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary

Nominations and elections for the Board will be held during the June meeting

Brick Planters on Monroe + Discussion – John Kurth  

An encroachment permit is required to build planters.  The permit costs $35 and is for the adjacent neighbor to make sure that there is approval.

There are many planters in Trinity that do not have a permit.  Our neighborhood association needs a committee of a few people to work with the Department of Public Works and make sure that there are permits and the planters do not interfere with service to the area (cable, sanitation, power company workers etc.)  Judy Wright volunteered to run and organize the committee.

It should be pointed out that every planter on Monroe and 10th street ,except the structure at the base of 10th and Monroe were built in violation of the City Ordnances.  Residents who have them in front of their property are in potential jeopardy of being required to pay for the removal and replacement should the city decide to impose the codes.  I doubt that will happen, but its in the same vein of  possibly being given exactly what you are asking for.

The Street Scape Fund is moving forward slowly.  There is an impediment involving a retaining wall and a tree – the owner doesn’t have money to take the tree down and repair the wall.  John Kurth is working with the homeowner to get grants to help with the costs.

There are preliminary estimates for the work, but the city is trying to get the most work done for the money in the fund.  There is no current start or completion date.

There is another issue involving homeowners that do not have an alley to store their trash and recycling bins.  The city understands that homeowners want to build enclosures to store bins in the front of the houses.  The city wants to work with the neighborhood to come up with a solution for everybody instead of working with each individual.  Affected neighbors need to make themselves known in order to determine how many people need to work with the city.

House Bill 161 – Hanifa Shabazz stated that this is a bill to align city code with state code.  Owners of home are responsible for the sidewalk and curb in front of their house.  This code is currently practiced by the city; however, because the state overrules the government, Councilwoman Shabazz suggested that we invite our state representative to a meeting to describe the bill at a later date. 

DelleDone Presentation 

This presentation was set up by Councilwoman Shabazz with our president in order to discuss the facts of the vertical expansion of the parking garage on 11th and Madison.  

The original parking garage was designed and zoned with the intent to add additional floors at a later date.  

The facts:

1. DelleDone is expanding the parking garage vertically by 4 floors and 300 spaces.

2. Delle Done is planning to seek approval to put an exit onto Madison and request from the city that the direction of Madison be reversed between 11th and 10th.

3. This proposal has not been submitted to the city.

4. There has been no traffic study performed.

5. The additional floors will look exactly like the garage that is already there.

6. The garage holds 600 cars right now and it will expand to hold 900 cars.

The three things that DelleDone wanted to go over with us are:

1. Asthetics

2. Safety

3. Impact to TVNA

The purpose of adding the floors to the building is to alleviate the parking pressures when the surrounding buildings fill their buildings to capacity.  The Blue Cross Blue Shield Building is now built to capacity.

Resident Concerns

· It is not safe to direct traffic down a residential street where children are playing.

· The traffic will be dumped onto 10th street.

· It is already a problem to get into your car or park during rush hour with the existing traffic on 10th street.

· Crossing 11th street and streets on the outside of our neighborhood is already dangerous because motorists disregard red lights and traffic signs

· The tranquility of our historic neighborhood will be ruined with the extra traffic.

· The building is already not aesthetically pleasing.

Resident Suggestions

· Use existing infrastructure to direct traffic out of the city.

· Reverse 10th street so traffic cannot go through our neighborhood to 95 North

· There is a flat lot on 601 Delaware Avenue that can hold a parking garage

· Put the exit of the garages onto 12th street

· Change the direction of Madison all of the way to the waterfront to tie the downtown into the waterfront area.

Other items of interest
The current garage is installing an EZ pass kind of system so the cars can get into the garage quickly because people will not have to look for their access cards to get into the garage.

DelleDone has set aside money to help our neighborhood with projects including aesthetics, safety issues etc. should they get permission to change the direction of Madison Street.

Q&A about the project  

How long is the project and going to take?

The project is scheduled to start in June and end in December

What will happen to the parking on Madison during construction?

The sidewalk will be closed adjacent to the garage for safety reasons and there will be no parking.

The other side of the street will not have parking during the day.

What time does the city ordnance allow construction to begin?

Either 7am or 8am

Will there be a point of contact for major construction issues that are affecting our neighborhood?

Yes, the point of contact will be provided

Will the construction lights be on all night?

Yes, the construction lights are required to be on all night for safety reasons. 

Where will the contractors set up and park?

The contractors will set up on the pad behind the building.  They will park on the pad. 


Comments by Councilwoman Shabazz 

This came about because DelleDone was already zoned to build additional floors to the parking garage.  The plans have not been formally presented to the city.  The city has not reviewed a traffic study.  They are only bringing this to us in consideration so we know what they are doing.  Nothing will be done unless it is actually feasible.  There will be a public hearing before decisions are final.

Comments from the President
Thank you all for attending what was an important and relatively long meeting.  I’m going to make an observation that might not be popular but I feel strongly about.  The majority of the concerns voiced last night dealt with the probability of increased car traffic flow through Trinity.  DelleDonne’s additions to the garage are probably not the primary reason for what’s been witnessed in terms of cars speeding down 10t street, less than satisfactory parking violation control, and perceived lack of city services.  They admit that they are putting on the additions for commercial reasons and went through the process of informing the city.

Both the presenters and our Councilwoman did the right thing by coming to the meeting and facing the music.  Again though, it appears to me that the solution to this and other problems that we’ve seen, lie with the City.  Whether it be safety concerns, sanitation enforcement, code violations, parking issues, the City is where the decisions to act lay.

The growth in the Central Business District impacts everyone.  To pay for better services, the city must generate revenue in addition to operating more effectively.  That means either a complete reversal of stereotypical government employee performances and/or more money.  The former is something we probably have to hope continues to improve, the latter is a product of making Wilmington an attractive place to operate a business.    It’s money that pays for additional police officers, better sanitation programs like recycling, street improvements, and green areas.  We all want and need our property values to increase, to see the niceties of Trinity expand past the Historic District, and to live without fear of crime and decaying buildings.

It’s my hope that the energy and motivation that was displayed last night can be put to further use.  When and if the public hearing is held regarding the street direction change, I’d encourage all of you to display the same amount of enthusiasm about protecting the integrity of Trinity Vicinity.  Attend the Public Hearing on 6/11 and refuse to let the property owner skate on a $7000.00 fine that’s probably well deserved.   Participate in making the House Tour an avenue to showcase the area to potential buyers, with ideas and action.  Every one of us last night have a vested interest in maintaining and improving what other’s before us have built and restored.

Again, I appreciate the time you spent last night, the patience and civility that was displayed, and the unity you all showed.

TVNA Meeting Notes

JUNE 26, 2007

Fall House Tour

The fall house tour and street fair is scheduled for Saturday, September 15, 2007 with the rain date on Sunday, September 16, 2007.  There will be another meeting on Thursday June 28, 2007 at 7:00pm in the lobby of Sacred Heart.
Captain Nancy Dietz

Captain Dietz announced that a camera will be installed at 8th & Monroe and will be monitored by Downtown Visions.  No date has been set for the installation of the cameras.  Captain Dietz had a call for service report was run within a ½ block radius of the liquor store on 8th and Monroe.  There were over 200 calls for service last year.  A call for service report is being run for the radius around the liquor store at 10th and Adams.  In order to put pressure on the business owners at these two locations, the community needs to report instances to the nuisance property committee (302) 652-5151.  Calls to the nuisance property committee will spur action by the city to communicate the need for the property owners to take better notice to what goes on around their property.  We need the resident’s help with this or nothing can be accomplished.  

Lewicki Property on 10th Street

The hearing for the Lewicki Property was cancelled last month because there were not enough board members for a quorum.  The next date for the hearing is Monday, July 16th at 6pm at the City County Building.  Residents are encouraged to attend the hearing in order to show support to make sure that Lewicki’s vacant property fee does not get waived.  

A proposal was made to not have a July meeting by Jim Boykin and was seconded by Stephanie Selice.  

TVNA Meeting Notes
SEPTEMBER 25, 2007

The September meeting was convened by TVNA President Blair Woodring at 7:05 p.m. There were 19 TVNA members present as well as one guest: Norman D. Griffiths, Wilmington City Council Member from the Second District. 

Old Business

TVNA has proposed having quarterly meetings with Quaker Hill and WCCNPAC board members so that we can be more effective in bringing our concerns to city officials and others in our community for our mutual benefit. (A model for such meetings would be the Hilltop Working Group chaired by Charles “Bud” Freel, Wilmington City Council Member At-Large; this group has been meeting since 2000.) Concerns we all share as neighbors in West Center City include crime and public safety issues, licenses and inspections (L&I), vacant properties, litter, parking, and housing and community development, among others.

The first meeting of the joint working group of TVNA, Quaker Hill, and WCCNPAC board members will be on Wednesday, September 26, 2007, at 7 p.m. in the Sacred Heart Meeting Room. Twelve people, including 5 TVNA board members, are expected to attend.

NEW BUSINESS—Planned Presentations


Safety—TVNA Treasurer Joann Gesullo
Joann began attending the 10th Annual Wilmington Citizens Police Academy in mid-September. This group meets every Wednesday for 3 months. Citizens learn how the Wilmington Police Department actually works and how we as city residents can work with the police most effectively. Thirty people are in this year’s class, including 15 members of a local support group for victims of violence. Joann will give TVNA regular updates on what she’s learning.


Guest Visit—City Council Member, 2nd District, Norman D. Griffiths

Mr. Griffiths discussed several issues:

1. The city’s L&I complaint form is still being used as a self-mailer (and copies are available from Blair). The city is cracking down on L&I property violations and is taking these complaints seriously, particularly on vacant properties with unpaid water bills and/or property taxes. The form (without self-mailer) should be online shortly.

2. Wage tax (a/k/a earned income tax): The city plans on being more aggressive on collecting this tax, which is 1.25% of gross monthly income. If you live or work in the city, this tax needs to be withheld. This is now state law. If you believe that you are in arrears about paying this tax, you can get a coupon book from the city Finance Department. If you work in a jurisdiction that is already withholding a wage tax, your obligation to the city should be offset by this contribution.

3. Resolutions sent to State officials (Carper, Castle, Biden) and other issues


a. Bridge safety and maintenance—Asking for federal funds for inspection of municipal bridges. This is particularly important in light of the tragedy on the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis/St. Paul.

b. Subprime mortgages—Asking to find effective ways to strengthen lending regulations to protect consumers statewide.


c. Eminent domain—Mr. Griffiths reassured TVNA that the recent vote on the South Wilmington corridor about brownfields litigation does not involve moving any city residents. The vote was 11-1-1 in favor of the redevelopment plan, not in favor of eminent domain. Before any action involving eminent domain could be taken on any property, city officials would first have to vote on whether a property was considered blighted, then take another vote to grant the property owner fair market value for such a property. These actions have not happened here.


Mr. Griffiths noted that the city council members understand that granting private property to another private property owner is a concern, particularly in light of the U.S. Supreme court decision in Kelo v. City of New London. This case involved the use of eminent domain to transfer land from one private owner to another to further economic development in New London, Connecticut. The decision was widely criticized as a gross violation of property rights and as a misinterpretation of the Fifth Amendment. 

In a related issue: proposed redevelopment of the Brown Mansion site (11th and Broom Streets in Cool Spring) owned by Ingleside—Owners want this property rezoned R51B, which would allow for a four-story apartment building for low-income seniors to be built on the site. The Brown Mansion is historically significant and this rezoning issue has been presented in the media as an attack on Wilmington seniors.


d. RecycleBank jobs—Offering part-time evening jobs paying $11/hour to find out why some Wilmington residents are not participating in RecycleBank’s citywide recycling program and to encourage these city residents to participate. Workers will be provided with addresses of nonparticipating city residents. For more information, contact Joseph Figliola at 302-299-5472.


e. Scholarship fund—Wilmington City Council members can offer grants out of a scholarship fund of up to $500 to city residents who are enrolled in postsecondary education. The grant is sent directly to the school, and the scholarship fund has no income caps or requirements. For more information, contact the City Council at http://www.ci.wilmington.de.us/council.htm or call 302-576-2140. 
OTHER NEW BUSINESS

1. Fall cleanup—A TVNA resident asked that the Fall Cleanup day be moved to late November or early December, so that the last leaves on neighborhood trees could be picked up. 
2. Nuisance properties and related issues—Follow-up to Sam Prado’s Community Walk—A TVNA resident asked for an update on the list of nuisance properties put together late this summer. Sam Prado is to follow up (he will be at tomorrow night’s working group meeting with Quaker Hill and WCCNPAC).

—Question re: alley on W. 9th—Ballast-type stones were left in alleyway and are now being thrown by neighborhood kids. A TVNA resident asked for help in following up.

—Question re: brick sidewalks and tree roots breaking through on W. 9th—A resident was concerned about maintaining the sidewalk on her street and asked for help in following up.

—Suggestion from TVNA resident about leaving lights on outside our homes to improve safety.

3. Block captains—Several TVNA residents noted that it was easier to get newsletters and other information out to TVNA folks when there were block captains assigned these tasks. The consensus seemed to be that reinstating this program was a good idea.
4. Digital cameras—Bill Pearson and Blair Woodring are following up on getting information on digital cameras out to TVNA residents who are willing to install this security equipment on their property.
5. Monthly WCCNPAC meetings—WCCNPAC meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. at the WCCNPAC headquarters at the corner of 6th and Madison. If we want to reestablish a strong relationship with this active community organization, we need TVNA folks to attend these meetings; to help with applying for and writing grants; and to research programs such as Commerce Bank’s Affinity Program, which makes donations to nonprofit groups in the name of the bank’s depositors.

6. Focus group on TVNA: TVNA Past President Judy Wright has suggested that TVNA run a focus group on how to get more Trinity Vicinity residents to participate in meetings and activities in our neighborhood. If you would like to be a part of this focus group, please contact Judy at jjwright812@comcast.net or call her at 302-654-5088.
Respectfully submitted,

Steph Selice and Jack Smith

TVNA Meeting Notes
OCTOBER 30, 2007

Attendees:
17 Resident/Neighbors



  1 Councilmen – Charles (Bud) Freel



  1 Wilmington City Police Officer – Martin Lenhardt

Old Business:

1.
Join Meeting of Quaker Hill – TVNA  and WCCNPAC

2. WCCNPAC Meeting on 10/2/2007

3. Mayor’s Tour

4. Hilltop problems discussed during Tour

New Business:
Stephanie Selice, Secretary resigned from the TVNA board effective October 15, 2007.  

Jeff Reed, Vice President resigned from the TVNA board effective October 16, 2007.

1.
1000 Block of North Monroe    

WON 1st Place Garden Block

2. Tom Brady introduced the Wilm IN gton Campaign

3. Street improvements needs of 5th-6th and 7th Streets

4. City Services move from Riverfront

5. Curfew for Children under 18:  

a. 10PM weeknights-11PM weekend

6. Police Enforcement needs

7. Mugging on 10th Street

8. Vandalism of auto’s in area

9. Police Academy attended by TVNA Treasurer

10. Police Officer Schedule:

a. Officer Martin Lenhardt – 302-463-4216

b. Officer Vincent Jordan   - 302-379-3487

c. 3 Shifts:  8-4   4-2   11-8

11. Councilman Bud Freel explained “Shredding Event”

a. November 3, 2007

b. Frawley Stadium

Other Business:
       1.“Greening” of TVNA Streets

2. Orange Cones are permitted for use after shoveling snow from your parking spot

3. Block Captains are needed for all blocks south of 10th Street and 11th Street.

4. Police Hiring in Spring of 2008

5. Police presence is needed daily to deter vandalism

6. Residents requested to compile lists of concerns and mail or email to the City Officials and Police

7. Residents need to stay involved, such as keeping your porch lights on at night.

8. Funds for neighborhood cameras

9. Nuisance Complaints and Follow-up

10. Hazel Plant TVNA Funds 

11. Spring 2008  House Tours  and  Fair

12. Invite Guest Speakers to each meeting

Meeting Adjourned at   8:25 PM

Respectfully submitted  -  TVNA Secretary,   Jack Smith

TVNA Meeting Notes

NOVEMBER 27, 2007

Old  Business:

1.
Reading of 10/30/2007 Meeting Minutes

2. Police Officers still needed in Trinity Vicinity

New Business:

1.
Civic  President  attended 2 Meetings –






- Neighborhood Planning






- WCCNPAC




2.
Civic Treasurer revised  TVNA Website




3. 
Deborah Kraak suggested residents on





North Monroe stop parking illegally




4.
Suggestion made for residents to have more





Social Gatherings/Events




5.
Google Site created by Bill Pearson




6.
Block Captains are still needed




7.
TVNA Street Greening Project




8.
Requested  Civic President to have an Audit of





the Hazel Plant Funds




9.
Councilperson, Haniffa Shabazz inquired on the 11th Street





Parking Signs




10.
2008 Spring House Tour and Fair

Meeting Adjourned at  8:18 PM

Respectfully submitted -    TVNA Secretary,  Jack Smith

